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Intentions

Our youngest learners at Fairfield follow the Nurture Pathway, designed for
children in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 1. This
pathway offers a play-based, child-led approach that encourages exploration,
curiosity, and a love of learning.

The learning environment is carefully structured to be engaging, sensory-rich,
and supportive, with adults playing a key role in guiding and responding to
each child’s individual needs and interests. Children are given frequent
opportunities to learn through play, both independently and with peers, helping
them to build confidence, communication, and early cognitive skills.

Structured group times, provide a familiar and enjoyable routine where children
can take part in stories, songs and number rhymes. These sessions promote
shared attention, social interaction, and early language development in a fun
and inclusive way.

Through consistent routines, nurturing relationships, and a responsive
environment, the Nurture Pathway supports each child’s holistic development
and lays the foundation for lifelong learning.

Implementation
At Fairfield School, the Nurture Pathway follows a curriculum based on seven areas

of learning, designed to support the holistic development of our youngest and most
complex learners.

The three Prime Areas are at the heart of our approach:

e Communication and Language

e Personal, Social and Emotional Development

¢ Physical Development
These areas are woven throughout the day, with children supported to develop
these essential skills during group time, daily routines, and through continuous,
play-based provision. Staff use a responsive and child-centred approach to create
meaningful learning opportunities that are tailored to each pupil’'s individual needs.

The four Specific Areas of learning are:

e Lliteracy

¢ Mathematics

¢ Understanding the World

e Expressive Arts and Design
These areas are explored through topic-based learning, offering pupils a wide range
of sensory and experiential activities. This allows children to engage with new ideas
in a way that is accessible, enjoyable, and rooted in exploration and play.
Within the Nurture Pathway, Key Stage 1 content is embedded into these seven
areas, ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum that supports communication,
interaction, and early cognitive development in a nurturing and inclusive
environment.




