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FAIRFIELD CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT POLICY 

1. Our Curriculum Intent 

Achievement and Aspiration 

We inspire high expectations and lifelong ambition by celebrating individual achievement through a 

personalised, challenging, and engaging curriculum. 

Inclusion, Safety and Wellbeing 

We create a safe, inclusive environment where everyone feels valued, respected, and supported, 
prioritising emotional wellbeing and healthy living. 

Engaging and Enriching Learning 

We provide meaningful, stimulating learning experiences enriched with diverse opportunities to 
develop life skills and understanding of the world. 

Communication and Independence 

We prioritise developing communication and independence, tailoring approaches to individual 
needs and aspirations. 

Quality and Innovation 

We strive for excellence through high-quality provision, innovative teaching, therapeutic support, 

and evidence-based practice. 

Voice, Choice and Personal Development 

We empower pupils to have a voice, to make choices, and build confidence, resilience, and a strong 
sense of identity. 

Life Skills, Partnerships and Preparation for Adulthood 

We work in partnership with families, professionals, and the wider community to prepare pupils for 
successful transitions and adulthood. 

 

These intentions are the golden threads of our Pathway curriculums, examples shown in this 
chart: 

 

NURTURE GROW FLOURISH PFA 
INCLUSION, SAFETY AND WELLBEING 

Whole school enrichment 
days 
Continuous provision 
Visits to other schools 
and pupil visits to our 
school 

Whole school 
enrichment days 
Spen Trust events 
Visits to other schools 
and pupil visits to our 
school 

Whole school 
enrichment days 
Spen Trust events 
Visits to other schools 
and pupil visits to our 
school eg boxing gym 

Whole school enrichment 
days 
Spen Trust events 
Visits to other schools and 
pupil visits to our school 
Assemblies 
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Assemblies Assemblies 
Joined learning sessions 
eg PE and phonics 

Assemblies 
Joined learning 
sessions eg Art and 
gardening 

Community podcasts 

ACHIEVEMENT AND ASPIRATION 
PLGs link to EHCP 
outcomes and curriculum 
Baseline assessments on 
the Nurture framework 
determine next steps 
All pupils have a phonics 
assessment 
MOVE assessments track 
physical progress 
 
Early Years informed 
Nurture curriculum areas: 
PSED 
Communication and 
language 
Physical development 
Literacy 
Maths 
Understanding the world 
Expressive arts and 
Design 

PLGs link to EHCP 
outcomes and 
curriculum 
PLGs are selected on 
“what matters most” to 
each pupil 
All pupils have a 
phonics assessment 
MOVE assessments 
track physical progress 

PLGs link to EHCP 
outcomes and 
curriculum 
PLGs are selected on 
“what matters most” 
to each pupil 
All pupils have a 
phonics assessment 
MOVE assessments 
track physical progress 

PLGs link to EHCP outcomes 
and ASDAN units on each 
individual’s pathway 
MOVE assessments track 
physical progress 
10% of students achieve 
accreditations 
 
 
 

• Communication 
and language 

• Maths, thinking and 
problem solving 

• PSHE 

• Life skills 

• Arts and Creativity 
• Physical 

development 

5 Skills led curriculum areas travel through Grow 
and Flourish: 

• Communication 

• Physical development 

• Reading and writing 

• PSHE 

• Maths and problem solving 

ENGAGING AND ENRICHING LEARNING 
Community visits to 
embed learning and 
broaden experiences 
Whole school enrichment 
days 
Regulation plans develop 
co- and self-regulation 
skills. 
Thematic led 
Understanding the World 
curriculum focus to 
develop real life learning 
and interaction with the 
world around us. 

Community visits to 
embed learning and 
broaden experiences 
Whole school 
enrichment days 
Regulation plans 
develop co- and self-
regulation skills. 
Thematic led 
Understanding the 
World curriculum focus 
to develop real life 
learning and interaction 
with the world around 
us. 

Community visits to 
embed learning and 
broaden experiences 
Whole school 
enrichment days 
Regulation plans 
develop co- and self-
regulation skills. 
Thematic led 
Understanding the 
World curriculum 
focus to develop real 
life learning and 
interaction with the 
world around us. 

Community visits to embed 
learning and broaden 
experiences 
Enrichment afternoon 
weekly 
Whole school enrichment 
days 
Regulation plans develop 
co- and self-regulation skills 

COMMUNICATION AND INDEPENDENCE 
Weekly AAC group 
meeting 
Personalised learning 
goals linked to EHCP, 
pupil voice, family 
aspirations and 
professional support 

Weekly AAC group 
meeting 
Personalised learning 
goals linked to EHCP, 
pupil voice, family 
aspirations and 
professional support 

Weekly AAC group 
meeting 
Personalised learning 
goals linked to EHCP, 
pupil voice, family 
aspirations and 
professional support 

Weekly AAC group meeting 
Personalised learning goals 
linked to EHCP, pupil voice, 
family aspirations and 
professional support 
Destination planning 
Personalised accreditation 
pathway planning 
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Regular SALT and AAC 
specialist support 

 

Regular SALT and AAC 
specialist support 

 

AQA awards linked to 
interest and 
aspirations 
Vocational profiles 
Regular SALT and AAC 
specialist support 

 

Moving on Events 
Careers guidance 
Transition visits 
Vocational profiles 
Regular SALT and AAC 
specialist support 

 
QUALITY AND INNOVATION 

Our learning environment, both inside and outside is a priority to give learners high quality and varied 
learning environments. This supports multi-contextual learning, enriching and engaging learning 

experiences, and enjoyment and fun! High quality resources are prioritised, as well as a strong programme 
of CPD for all staff to ensure researched and high quality innovative teaching and learning practices are 
standard. Pupils in pathways access facilities in other pathways, according to their needs and interests. 

VOICE, CHOICE AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
Continuous provision to 
promote choice making. 
Student council half 
termly. 
AAC group weekly. 
EHCP personalised and 
aspirational outcomes 
lead learning journeys. 
Personal Development 
curriculum is led by 
individual needs, interests 
and aspirations- all 
pupils access this. 

Student council half 
termly. 
AAC group weekly. 
EHCP personalised and 
aspirational outcomes 
lead learning journeys. 
Personal Development 
curriculum is led by 
individual needs, 
interests and 
aspirations- all pupils 
access this. 

Student council half 
termly. 
AAC group weekly. 
EHCP personalised 
and aspirational 
outcomes lead 
learning journeys. 
Personal Development 
curriculum is led by 
individual needs, 
interests and 
aspirations- all pupils 
access this. 

Student council half termly. 
AAC group weekly. 
Personalised learning 
pathways linked to pupil 
aspirations. 
EHCP personalised and 
aspirational outcomes lead 
learning journeys. 
Personal Development 
curriculum is led by 
individual needs, interests 
and aspirations- all pupils 
access this. 

LIFE SKILLS, PARTNERSHIPS AND PREPARATION FOR ADULTHOOD 
50 things to do before I 
leave Grow- life skills 
challenge programme. 
Whole school careers 
week annually. 
Class jobs daily. 
Shop and cook 
intervention weekly. 
Community learning 
opportunities for all 
pupils throughout the 
year. 

50 things to do before I 
leave Grow- life skills 
challenge programme. 
Whole school careers 
week annually. 
Class jobs daily. 
Shop and cook 
intervention weekly. 
Community learning 
opportunities for all 
pupils throughout the 
year. 

AQA awards for every 
pupil 
Whole school careers 
week annually. 
Class jobs daily. 
Shop and cook 
intervention weekly. 
Community learning 
opportunities for all 
pupils throughout the 
year. 

ASDAN and Personal 
Progress units focused on 
life skills 
Careers week 
Community café 
Internal and external work 
experience 
Community learning 
opportunities for all pupils 

 

 

2. Pathways of classes 

At Fairfield our classes are organised into 4 age related pathways: 

• Nurture- Our Nurture learners are aged from 3-7 years and organised into classes by their 
abilities and needs. 

• Grow- Our Grow learners are aged 7-11 and organised into classes by their abilities and 
needs. 
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• Flourish- Our Flourish learners are aged 11-16 and organised into classes by their abilities 
and needs. 

• Post 16- Our Post learners are aged 16-19 and organised into classes by their abilities and 
needs. 

Decisions are made about when pupils transition to the next pathway based on their age as well as 
their wider needs. 

Our curriculum was developed by leaders and teachers who know the learners best, to ensure it is 
meaningful, engaging and appropriately challenging for all. It is based on research from a range of 
sources, networking with other schools, multi-agency knowledge and information. 

3. Curriculum Areas 

Through Nurture, Grow and Flourish, we have 7 curriculum areas which enable our learners to 
experience a broad range of opportunities and develop interest, enjoyment, skills and knowledge. 

These areas are: 

• Communication 
• Maths 
• Literacy- reading and writing 
• Physical development 
• PSHE 
• Understanding the world 
• Creative development 

Skills-based curriculum areas: 

Communication, PSHE, Maths, Literacy and Physical Development are “skills-based” curriculum 
areas. These curriculum areas are organised into progressive stages, so that teaching staff can 

identify the levels within which learners are working. 

Each skills-based curriculum area is presented in a table which is staged top to bottom. Each stage 

is numbered and titled: 

1. Encountering 
2. Emerging 
3. Foundation 
4. Core 
5. Developing 
6. Enrichment 

7. Enhancement 

The early stages focus on engagement and responses, moving to more subject specific skills later 
on. This structure supports both breadth and linear progression, as each stage encompasses a wide 
range of objectives while allowing learners with ‘spiky skillsets’ (which is common) to access 

objectives in later columns.  

Theme-based curriculum areas: 
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Understanding the World and Creative Development are theme-based and have broad half termly 
aims to ensure the learning experiences are wide ranging. 

Every curriculum area has its own specific intent which is described at the beginning of each 

document. 

 

4. Implementation of our Curriculum 

Themes 

Our curriculum follows termly whole school themes, which are broken down into pathway sub 
themes to ensure learning opportunities widen and progress through school. Classes, pathways and 
whole school come together to celebrate these themes and share learning opportunities. 

 

 

 

Year 2 
Whole 
school 
theme 

KEEP FIT AND FABULOUS 

 

ANIMAL KINGDOM 

 

FASHION AND TEXTILES 

 

Nurture Move to the music Pets and farm Fabulous fabrics 
Grow Knowing me, knowing you Creatures of the sky and 

sea 
My designs- weave, knit, 
sew… 

Flourish Fairfield’s Got Talent! I’m a celebrity, get me 
out of here! 

On the catwalk 

 

Year 1 
Whole 
school 
theme 

CHANGES AND NEW 
BEGINNINGS 

 

PEOPLE WHO HELP US 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

 
Nurture Seasons and weather Family, friends and 

neighbours 
Out in the wild 

Grow Abracadabra! Emergency Planets and space 
Flourish Growing up and moving 

on 
Who makes a difference? Earth matters 
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Year 3 
Whole 
school 
theme 

OUR COMMUNITY 

 

GREEN AND GROW 

 

TRAVEL AND 
TRANSPORT 

 
Nurture We all belong here- our 

school 
Growing and exploring 
plants  

Wings, wheels and 
tracks 

Grow Ey up! Fairfield’s guide to 
Yorkshire 

On the market- grow it 
and sell it 

Amazing adventures 

Flourish Here there and everywhere- 
worldwide communities 

Ready, Steady, Cook! I’m lost! Using maps 
and following directions 

  

 

Our PFA (Preparation for Adulthood) Pathway follows ASDAN and each student has a 3-year 
personalised pathway which focuses on the key skills which are going to benefit them most in their 
next steps on life’s journey. A number of students are able to access ASDAN Personal Development 
units, which provide more challenge, and some students work on the Ed-excel Entry level maths and 
English Functional Skills. 

PFA learning aligns with whole school themes wherever possible. While they participate in whole 
school events, the curriculum gradually shifts to place greater emphasis on preparing for 

adulthood. 

Pathway organisation: 

Nurture- 

Our youngest learners from age 3 are based in this pathway. Nurture has its own curriculum which is 
based on the Early Years framework. The Nurture pathway classes have Continuous Provision 
sessions together on 2 afternoons per week to develop play skills, encourage wider social 

interactions and learning experiences.  

Grow-  

Grow learners access all skills led curricular areas, and the theme led curricular areas, which are 
bespoke to the Grow pathway. 

Flourish- 

Flourish learners access all skills led curricular areas, and the theme led curricular areas, which are 
bespoke to the Flourish pathway. 

PFA- 

When our students transition to Post-16, teachers use transitional information to plan a personalised 
3-year pathway of progressive units to develop life knowledge and skills ready for life after Fairfield. 
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Planning and teaching approaches 

Teachers plan collaboratively in their pathways each term to ensure there are opportunities to link 
up and be as inclusive as possible. 

Each class has a medium-term plan for each curriculum area per term showing which curriculum 

objectives will be covered. 

The pathway planning links to the curriculum pathway themes 

Each pupil’s personalised learning goal is on the planning so that the purpose of the lesson is clear. 
Personalised Learning Goals (PLGs) are linked to the EHCP outcomes and the skills-based curriculum 
areas so that each learner’s journey is planned and mapped through school and shows progress 
over time. 

Activities are planned according to the engagement needs of the class. In some classes the 
learning sessions will be longer, immersive and sensory to facilitate maximum engagement, in other 
classes, the learners benefit from a more structured timetable with shorter learning sessions. 
Teachers know what works best to engage their pupils and share ideas when planning together. 
Within Nurture, Grow and Flourish, each curriculum area has a minimum time allocation per week to 
ensure that pupils receive a broad and balanced range of learning experiences. 

 

Teachers all have responsibility areas, many of which are curriculum linked. Those teachers 
coordinate their curriculum area through managing resource requirements, sharing learning ideas 
and gathering feedback to refine and adapt the curriculum as needed. Teachers attend network 
meetings with other specialist as well as mainstream settings to share best practise and moderate 
learning levels. Teachers attend and cascade training linked to their curriculum areas. 

We recognise that high quality inclusive teaching is the best way to ensure learner’s needs are met. 
To ensure pupils reach their full potential, class teams adapt teaching and learning approaches to 
suit the class needs, and individual learner needs. This includes using different communication 
approaches such as Gestalt language, AAC devices, or to adapt the environment to include 
regulation spaces, or more floor space for physio/ floor-work.  

Sometimes, learners need additional support through identified interventions. At termly pupil 
progress meetings, the need for additional support is discussed and interventions put on place to 
support pupil learning, wellbeing and holistic development. These are carefully planned by leaders, 
teachers and intervention leads. The impact of interventions is continuously measured, and 

reported at least termly. 

 

Phonics and Reading 

We prioritise Reading and Phonics, acknowledging these are foundational to wider learning. 

Everyday, learners in all pathways experience daily “Readng for Pleasure” sessions which are 
planned to inspire, engage and develop a love of reading in all its different forms. 
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We have a specific reading curriculum through Nurture, Grow and Flourish pathways which enables 
learners to access reading at all levels, from experiential, sensory and engagement level, through to 

formal reading systems. 

Our Phonics programme is embedded and used through Nurture, Grow and Flourish to support 
reading and writing skills development. Pupils access phonics teaching at their specific level 
through group and individual tasks, accessing other teaching groups and interventions where 

needed. 

Personal Development and Wellbeing Curriculum 

We believe that wellbeing development is in an integral part of our school offer. Our pupils need 
experiences which inspire, challenge and delight leading to character development and a greater 
quality of life. Our Personal Development curriculum is exciting and always growing to include as 
many new and exciting experiences through which our pupils can learn, develop and grow.  

Our team of intervention leads, as well as class teachers and leaders, implement annual, termly and 
weekly educational visits, on site experiences which are linked to pupil needs, learning journeys and 
aspirations and interests. Their engagement and learning through these is measured and 
celebrated regularly to ensure that the impact is monitored and maximised for all. 

5. ACHIEVEMENT AND ASSESSMENT 

Fairfield learners are working at a range of levels below the National Curriculum expectations. We 

believe that every learner journey is unique and their achievement should be measured individually.  

Our achievement monitoring is therefore based on Pupil Learning Goals through Nurture, Grow, 
Flourish and PFA. The PLGs link to the learner’s aspirations and needs as set out in their EHCP and its 
long-term outcomes. 

All learners who join Nurture, Grow or Flourish are assessed as a baseline, to enable us to accurately 

begin to map their progress and journey through school. 

In order to ensure that PLGs are robust and progressive, they link to the curriculum areas. This 

enables learners to access a base of meaningful and wide-ranging learning. 

In Nurture, Grow and Flourish, learners have 6 PLGs: 

• Cognition and Learning- Reading 
• Cognition and Learning- Maths 
• Communication and Interaction 
• Physical 
• Sensory 
• Social, Emotional and mental Health (linked to our PSHE curriculum) 

Sometimes, pupils make greater than expected progress. To ensure they are continuously 
challenged, if a learner meets their goal before end of term assessment, the teacher will meet their 
pathway SLT lead to set a new target. At the termly Pupil progress meeting, this will be discussed to 
ensure that next target setting incorporates sufficient challenge for the learner. 
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To ensure the PLGs are challenging, aspirational and meaningful, they are moderated across school 
and each Middle Leader checks the PLGs for their provision area to quality assure them. Middle 
leaders attend pupil progress meetings to give them a strong overview of their provision areas 
including strengths and development points. 

Throughout Nurture, Grow and Flourish, every pupil is assessed in Phonics. Learners are assessed 
within all levels from level 1. This ensures that we have accurate information about foundational 

reading skills and can build on this through the pathways. 

In Post-16, learners have 5 PLGs linked to their EHCP outcomes and their individual ASDAN pathway. 

AQA Awards 

As well as our personalised assessment structure, we want our learners to celebrate achievement of 

accredited awards.  

In Flourish we therefore plan for our Y10 and 11 learners to work towards accredited AQA awards. This 
is part of their transition to Post-16, focusing on wider learning and life skills awards. During the 
summer term, a celebratory awards event takes place with families to recognise and celebrate 

these achievements and present learner certificates. 

 

AQA units include:  

Maths focus, for example: 

• 114472 - Count and recognising numbers to 15 
• 75349 - Days of the week 

 

Reading/story/English, for example: 

• 78287 Sensory English 
• 98425 Early reading/respond to story 
• 99855 Reading 

Communication, for example: 

• 89903 Greetings 
• 108126 Interaction 

 

Outdoor, for example: 

• 89903 – Gardening 
• 116007 – Forest schools 

 

Science, for example: 

• 74534 – Science at the seaside 

Music, for example: 
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• 106924 – Sensory sound 
• 105162 – Music 

 
Physical skills, for example: 

• 115642 Taking part in a sensory circuit 
• 117062/3/4 MATP different abilities 

 

Well being, for example: 

• 111285 Personal well being 
• LE7145 Relaxation through massage 

Food Tech, for example: 

• 70503 Sandwiches making 
• 73698 Preparing fruit and veg 

 

Art, for example: 

• 116338 Experience with colour 
• 91686 Felt construction 

 

IT and filming, for example: 

• 116929 Using a switch 
• 108567 IT for leisure 

 

Pupil work can take many forms. Some pupils are able to record in writings and drawings, for others 

video and photographic evidence is most meaningful. 

Pupil progress is assessed through: 

• Personalised Learning Goals (linked to EHCP outcomes) including reading, maths and PSHE 
• Accreditations such as AQA and ASDAN awards 
• Phonics assessments  
• MOVE physical assessments 
• Wider achievements recognised through swimming awards and assembly certificates 
• End of Fairfield achievement-our Y14 “Prom” is the culmination of each learner’s journey and 

is celebrated with an awards ceremony attended by families and wider professionals. Each 

pupil’s journey is celebrated through photos, videos and speeches. 


