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Embracing Uniqueness

Dear Families

As we come to the end of another fantastic academic year, | would like to take the opportunity to thank every one of
you for your ongoing support, encouragement and involvement in school life. Fairfield is a truly special place, and it is
the partnership between our wonderful pupils, dedicated staff and supportive families that helps our children and
young people thrive.

This term has been full of memorable experiences and celebrations. We have enjoyed a World Cup themed Sports
Day, taken part in the Big Sing in Heckmondwike, celebrated at our Year 14 Leavers’ Prom, recognised student
achievements at our AQA Awards Ceremony, and rounded off the term with a wonderful Seaside Day. These events
create memories and valuable opportunities for our pupils to learn, develop and have fun together.

We were also delighted to have had Fairfield’s very first residential trip to the Lake District. A group of our older

students embraced the opportunity to try new challenges, including climbing, orienteering and campfire activities.
The trip was a tremendous success, with pupils showing resilience, teamwork and growing independence. We are
excited that even more students will have the opportunity to take part in next year’s residential trip.

Over the past year, we have continued to expand our Personal Development programme, providing pupils with a
wider range of visits, experiences and enrichment opportunities than ever before. From climbing and boxing to visits
to Bubble World and Jumparooz, pupils have been building confidence, developing social and physical skills, and
learning about the world around them through new experiences and meaningful community engagement.
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On 2nd July, we said farewell to our Year 14 students. It was a day filled with both pride and emotion as we celebrated the
achievements of a group of young people, many of whom have been part of the Fairfield family for over 10 years. It was
wonderful to share memories with families and friends and to reflect on just how far they have come. While they will be greatly
missed, we are excited for the opportunities that lie ahead and wish them every success and happiness for the future.

The final weeks of term have also been busy with transition activities. We have welcomed new pupils to Fairfield and
supported existing pupils as they prepare for new classes, pathways and routines. Transition is always a busy time, but
everyone has approached the changes with confidence and positivity. As a result, we feel well prepared to begin the new
school year with strong relationships, familiar routines and a sense of excitement.

On 23rd and 25th June, four years after our previous inspection, we were visited by OFSTED. The inspection provided an
opportunity to showcase the incredible work that takes place across our school every day. | am delighted with the draft report
and incredibly proud of our pupils, staff and wider school community. The final report will be published in September, and |
look forward to sharing it with you as soon as it is available.

Finally, | would like to thank you once again for the trust, kindness, positivity and partnership you show throughout the year. By
working together, we enable our children and young people to achieve their very best and create the supportive community
that makes Fairfield such a special place.

| wish all our pupils, families and staff a safe, restful and happy summer holiday. We look forward to welcoming everyone back
on Wednesday 2"9 September.

With warmest wishes,
Clare Blackburn, Headteacher
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